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Introduction Activity: Outsiders Part One

Take two minutes: Think about the last time that you were 
an outsider; starting a new job, a new school, blending a 
family, visiting a foreign country, moving to a new country.

What were some of your challenges?



Introduction Activity: Outsiders Part Two

Close your eyes: Think about that experience.  This time 
try to recall and feel the feelings that you had as an 
outsider in that space?   

What things helped you adjust in that experience?

What helpers arrived to provide assistance?



Introduction Activity: Outsiders Part Three

Place yourself safely back 
at home mentally. 

What are you taking?



Introduction Activity: The Good Lie

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-U8q12VhjN0 



Agenda

1. Words Matter: The Language of Immigration
2. Immigration: A Look Back
3. Immigration: A Look Forward
4. Immigrant Integration

a. What is it?
b. How do we do it?



Words Matter

Asylee

Refugee

Immigrant

Migrant
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Words Matter: Illegal versus Undocumented
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Words Matter: Integration versus Assimilation
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Immigration: A Look Back
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Immigration: A Look Forward

Nearly 46.2 million immigrants lived in 
US United States in 2022, the most in U.S. 
history. 13.9 percent of the total U.S. 
population

Immigrants* and their children will account 
for 85% of the net growth in the U.S. 
workforce over the next 20 years; 

by 2030, nearly one in five U.S. workers 
will be immigrants.

Source: Adult ESOL Programs as Agents of Immigrant Integration
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Barriers Immigrants Face

What are some of the 
barriers that immigrants 
face?
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Needs that Immigrants Have

What support do immigrants need?

What needs do you see?  
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What is Immigrant Integration?
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How Immigrant Integration Helps Everyone

Key to community prosperity

● Drives business creation 
● fuels innovation
● fills essential workforce needs 
● strengthens the middle class
● Broadens perspectives
● Adds to the culture (food, 

celebrations)
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3 Pillars of Integration

Linguistic

Civic

Economic



Linguistic Integration

Using technology to accelerate 
language learning

Contextualizing language learning 

Parental engagement and family 
learning
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Linguistic Integration:  Trivia

What percentage of 
Americans do you think 
were multilingual in 2018?
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Linguistic Integration:  In Your World

Given your sphere of 
influence, how can you help 
support immigrant in 
integrating linguistically? 

Role:

Action: 
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Economic Integration

Achieving economic 
self-sufficiency
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Economic Integration:  Trivia

When are refugees 
expected to begin 
repaying their interest-free 
resettlement loans? 
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Economic Integration:  In Your World

Given your sphere of 
influence, how can you help 
support immigrant in 
integrating economically? 

Role:

Action: 
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Civic Integration

Voter education and registration

Citizenship classes 

Participation in civic 
life/community meetings 
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Civic Integration:  Trivia

What percentage of voters 
in the 2020 election were 
naturalized citizens?
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Civic Integration:  In Your World

Given your sphere of 
influence, how can you help 
support immigrant in 
integrating civically? 

Role:

Action: 
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Tips for Immigrant Integration

Bring the community into the 
classroom

Realia/authentic materials 
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Tips for Immigrant Integration

Take the classroom into the 
community
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Contextualize  Language Instruction 

Where are the places students 
most need to use language?

How can you support their 
language learning around those 
critical needs? 

Mock post office? Mock BMV 
window? Mock deli counter? 



Tips for Immigrant Integration

★ Coordinate supportive services

★ Assess strengths

★ Assess gaps

★ Combined grant proposals or 
finding a new partnership to 
address those gaps 

★ Warm transfers



EARN IELCE Immigrant Integration Framework



Contextualizing Civics for the Workplace  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GdweHJEDEhA



What’s Possible: Abraham Ater 

Bachelor’s Degree, (physiology) 

Master’s degree in public health. 

Graduate Fellow with the 
Association of Schools and 
Programs of Public Health at the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) 

He is finishing his doctorate in 
public health at Georgia Southern 
University.

Public health analyst for Northrop 
Grumman.
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Enhancing Access for Refugees and New Americans
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Join the LINCS Discussion Group 



Resources
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Library of Congress Immigration Timeline https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/immigration/global-timeline/
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National Partnership for New Americans- https://partnershipfornewamericans.org/
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Thank you for coming! Let’s Connect 

Facebook: Aspire Consulting and 
Educational Services

Linked In: Carmine Stewart, PhD
linkedin.com/in/carmine-stewart-626a63261

Twitter: @DrCStewart

Twitter: @AspireCES

https://www.linkedin.com/in/carmine-stewart-626a63261

